
in close support of the 33rd and 49th'British Divisions, 
and was employed in completing the construction of the 
East and West Poperinghe Defense Systems immediately 
in rear of these two divisions. An immense amount of 
trench and wire construction was done. Complete plans and 
orders were issued for the occupation of the East and 
West Poperinghe Systems by the 30th Division in the 
event of a German attack and a forced withdrawal of the 
British Divisions in the front. The Division received train­
ing in the front line with the 33rd and 49th Divisions, 
first as individuals, then by platoons, and lastly by entire 
battalions. 

On August 17th, 1918, the Division took over the 
entire sector occupied by the 33rd British Division, 60th 
Brigade being in the front line, 59th Brigade in support. 
This was known as the Canal Sector and extended from the 
southern outskirts of Ypres to the vicinity of Voormezeele, 
a distance of 2.400 metres. 

T H E F I R S T O F F E N S I V E 

On August 31 st and September 1 st the division engaged 
in an offensive in conjunction with the 14th British Division 
on the left and 27th American Division on the right. The 
30th Division captured all its objectives, including Lock 
No 8, Lankhof Farm and the City of Voormezeele, 
advancing fifteen hundred yards, capturing fifteen prisoners, 
two machine-guns and thirty-five rifles. As a result of this 
advance the 236th Division, which was considered an 
average German division, was identified. During the six 


